
 

November 2019 Newsletter 

 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

Nov. 9: Sylvia Smith Workshop 

Nov. 23 & 24: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Dec.7: Christmas Party 

 

Its membership renewal time 

once again. There’s a form to 

renew your membership at the 

end of the newsletter. Thanks 

for being a member! 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Well it looks like we skipped fall and have 

moved into winter. Hopefully everyone had time to 

winterize your bonsai. I normally leave all my trees 

other than tropicals outside all winter. Most members 

will put the trees on the ground in protected outdoor 

areas. By placing the trees on the ground we protect 

them from the frost and occasional freeze. This also 

makes it easy to throw some protection over the trees 

if we get any prolonged freezing temperatures. 

 The October field trip program sounds like it 

was well attended. I hope everyone had a chance to 

learn more about bonsai and were also able to pick 

up some bonsai material to add to their collections. 

 We will have several events in November our 

regular meeting will be the Bonsai Smith Workshop. 

Howard and Silvia have been doing this workshop 

for several years with the FWBS members. For those 

of you who do not know Howard and Sylvia they are 

long time members of the Dallas Bonsai Society and 

have studied extensively with Boon Manakitivipart. 

Boon has trained in Japan and is one of the most 

recognized Bonsai artists in the United States. This 

is a great opportunity to help our members develop 

their trees into show ready trees and it is also fun to 

watch the tree develop over time. Please bring in 

some trees and your tools for a fun and informative 

workshop.  

 In addition to the regular meeting we will 

again participate in the Japanese Garden Fall 

Festival. This year the Fall Festival will be held 

Saturday November 23rd. and Sunday November 

24th.  As always we need volunteers to help out 

during the weekend. This is our chance to generate 

interest in the FWBS and encourage people to join 

our club. This is also one of the only events that 

allows us to generate some funds for the club. I think 

we only have a few small Junipers left in inventory. 

If you have any small bonsai or bonsai related 

material you could donate to the club it would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 As always please remember to visit the Fort 

Worth Bonsai Society website. 

 We are in need of assistance maintaining and 

managing the new website. Anyone with “IT” 

experience could help with the website that would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 In addition to our website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Everyone is 

encouraged to add to the site. 

 We are saddened to report that North Haven 

Gardens was completely destroyed in the recent 

tornados that went through the Dallas area. North 

Haven Gardens was the home of the Dallas Bonsai 

Societies meetings for many years. North Haven 

Gardens is having a Survivor sale Saturday and 

Sunday November 8-10. Please show your support 

and support to all the Dallas Members at this time. 

Enjoy Bonsai, 

Dan 

 



November Meeting: 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

Smith Workshop: 
 Our Saturday November 9th meeting is going 

to be a workshop conducted by Sylvia Smith.  As 

many of our members can attest Sylvia is an 

excellent authority on Bonsai and will help our 

members work on their trees.  Everyone is 

encouraged to attend and bring a couple of their trees 

that they might need help with.  This, again, is a great 

opportunity for our new members to get help with 

their trees and learn a lot at the same time.  You are 

encouraged to watch as Sylvia works on other 

member’s trees as well to learn additional tips she 

might have.  The meeting will start at 9:00am so 

please show up a little early to get setup. Please bring 

your tools to work on your trees.  See you all there. 

 

December Christmas Party 
Just a quick mention about our upcoming Christmas 

Party.  As indicated our party is going to be held at 

the Illusion Warehouse Party Room and Magic Shop 

in Fort Worth.  Details on the meeting, location and 

Magic Show will follow shortly. 

 

Deep Forest Gallery: 
 Our October meeting was held at the Deep 

Forest Gallery in Coppell.  It was well attended by 

our members including several of our new members.  

It was good to see them attend this meeting.  

 We started the meeting with a demonstration 

by Mark Bynum about Junipers. There were several 

very good questions regarding training Junipers.  

Mark used several Junipers selected from Deep 

Forest’s collection.  This gave our members a good 

idea of trees that would be available later in the 

meeting. 

 

 
Attending members asked a lot of questions. 

 

 
Mark Bynum demonstrating training a juniper. 

 

 Following Mark’s demonstration Deep 

Forest held an auction and sale.  There were a lot of 

trees, pots, tools and accessories available.  Our new 

members were able to purchase several starter bonsai 

as well as other items up for sale.  The selection was 

great and the prices were very affordable.  With an 

up coming workshop they can bring their new trees 

to be worked on. 

 

 
New members were able to select trees to help start 

their collection. 

                          

NOVEMBER BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2016 until the end of this year.) 

 

 Have you ever had the statements "The strength 

of a juniper is in its foliage" and "The strength of a pine is 



in its roots" explained?  The meaning is critical since all 

pine and juniper styling and care is based on these 

concepts. When I sat in on some workshops at the 

convention in Corpus it came to me that I had never heard 

the meaning before.  It has to do with how those types of 

trees have developed in nature to be able to repair damage 

they have received. 

 The juniper, with its scale leaves, manufactures 

food whenever healthy foliage receives sunlight.  Even in 

winter it can make a little food and consequently has not 

had a need to store a large quantity of energy in its roots.  

That is also why in styling it you need to be sure the tree 

has some healthy foliage with plenty of growing tips on 

each branch.   

 Pines have had to replace shoots and branches, 

whether lost to ice and snow in mountains or to wind and 

waves in lower seacoast elevations.  They must have a 

ready source of energy to grow new candles and therefor 

store that energy in their roots.  You can safely remove all 

two year old needles and style in the fall. 

 Now that we are going into the repotting season 

it’s time for a reminder that articles like this are always 

just guidelines.  Each tree in your backyard is a special 

case and you should look at it individually each time you 

water.  Be sure it is not getting stressed. Is it really 

healthy?  Any signs of problems-- wilting, color ok, 

leaves good?  Does it need attention immediately?  If so 

place it aside and come back to examine it and take 

appropriate action.  I have repotted deciduous trees in July 

but not in the normal manner. At an abnormal repotting 

special attention is needed during the repotting and for the 

aftercare. 

BIG NOTE:  If you have a tree that is weak and 

unhealthy you should not attempt to style it in any way, 

just get it happy by adjusting its soil, feeding, and getting 

rid of any parasites.  Styling just adds to its stress and 

problems. 

 Learn to think in terms related to plant 

characteristics instead of calendar periods (i.e. use ‘when 

dormant’ instead of October, ‘candle growth’ instead of 

April, etc).  That will enable you to read bonsai articles 

correctly whether written in Japan Florida or wherever.  

Note that some tree cultivars (like the cork bark black 

pine) are notably weaker than the standards of the species 

and require different pruning and care. 

You should have your winter quarters ready.  Select one 

for deciduous trees that will be out of the sun.  Air 

circulation is good but too much wind will desiccate them 

especially in freezing temps.  Be sure you will be able to 

check their watering.  Clean up all debris. 

 Most important is winter is to keep the soil 

moisture at a proper level.  This sometimes is hard to do 

because the trees do not use as much water as when they 

are growing.  However the cold winds will dry out the 

tops quickly.  I believe that most winter damage in Texas 

is due to lack of water rather than to low temperatures.  

Mulch helps keep the roots warm and retards evaporation 

but it makes for difficulty in seeing if the soil is damp 

enough.  Most soils with enough organic material to keep 

the tree happy in the summer will be too wet if watered 

daily in the winter and wet cold means root rot. 

 Before putting the trees into winter storage treat 

them for over-wintering insects and eggs.  Dormant oil 

spray is good on trees with no green, foliage or buds.  A 

dilute solution of lime sulfur is an old gardeners dormant 

spray for insect and fungus control.  Use it on very cool 

days and dilute it 1 part lime sulfur to 20 parts water.  Be 

sure to read the label on your bottle in case there are 

different strengths available.  This solution should also be 

applied to benches tops, posts and the soil surrounding 

them (if you have gravel instead of grass) to eliminate 

hiding eggs and spores.  If you have a greenhouse treat it 

also before the weather gets too cold to put your plants 

outside or move them to one end while you treat the other 

end. 

 At this time of the year deciduous plants do not 

need fertilizer.  Evergreens will continue a slow growth 

and will benefit for a light fertilizer feeding.  Use one with 

a lower nitrogen (first number) like 0-10-10 or 8-8-8 at no 

more than 1/3 the recommended feeding rate. 

 Watering should be done with care during the 

cool and/or cold weather.  Deciduous trees will use some 

water to replace what is lost to winds and evaporation.  

Evergreen trees will need a little more but not as much as 

in summer.  The easiest way is to sort your pots into 

groups, those that dry quickly, those that are slower to dry, 

and those that seem to stay damp.  This will let you water 

faster and yet not over-water the ones staying damp.  

Make a note to repot the ones staying too damp. 

 Repotting of hardy trees can be done anytime the 

trees are dormant.  However it is safer to do that chore in 

the spring as the buds are swelling.  New roots will start 

forming immediately upon repotting in order for the tree 

to absorb water.  If you do repot in the fall you should 

protect the new roots from freezing during the winter.  Do 

you need to change the pot?  Making notes at this time 

while getting the trees ready for winter will give you 3-4 

months to find the proper pot.   

 When trees go dormant which indicates a reduced 

sap flow they may be pruned, that is have major limbs 

removed.  Trimming may also be done while the leaves 

are off the trees and you can see what you are doing.  

Evergreen types will probably still be active.  Pruning 

them should be held until later.  Foliage can be removed 

when half has turned color to remove some pathogens and 

to enjoy their winter silhouette.  

 By this time any tropical you have should be 

under cover.  Most do not like the temp below 50 degrees.  

All tropicals should be checked and treated for any insect 

problems since any insects will multiply fast when they 

get into warmer quarters.  Spider mites and scale can be 



especially damaging if the plant is moved in the house 

where the humidity is low. 

 The semi-tropical plants like crape myrtle 

pomegranate, pyracantha, and some south Texas natives 

need to go dormant to stay healthy over a long time but 

they cannot take much cold on the roots.  They will be 

killed by temps somewhere between 25 and 30 degrees.  

These I set down on the ground and mulch for light 

freezes and then bring into a protected area for the colder 

winter.  Sometimes I will let them go dormant for a month 

and then take into the greenhouse to start early and I can 

enjoy their new foliage in January. 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

2020 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer  

       2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2020_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 2020 


